4               KAO BAHADUR RANCHHODI,AI,

remonstrance to immolate herself upon her husband's pyre.1
The ceremony took place upon the banks of the sacred
river Sarasvati; and here, at the spot where their mother
passed out of their lives, the two boys built a temple which
Ranchhodlal, honouring the memory of his pious giand-
mother, caused to be repaired about two years before his
death.

The two sons, thus bereft of both parents, faced the
future bravely. Chhotalal, the elder and more able of the
two, managed to obtain the post which his father had held
under the Maratha government at Patan, where, in addition
to the discharge of his official duties, he studied Persian to
such good purpose that he was able to read Persian medical
works with case and acquired a considerable reputation for
his treatment of diseases. Chhotalal in due time married
Labhma, daughter of Umedram, the chief minister of
Balasinor, who is described as having possessed *' every
womanly virtue/' Their first child was a daughter, whom
they named Mohotiba. Upon her Chhotalal and his wife
lavished all their love, and she in return rendered them
affectionate obedience. At the age of eight she was married,
accoiding to Hindu custom, to a Na^ar Brahman boy of
high family, who died before his girl-wife had completed
her twelfth year. The disabilities of Hindu widowhood
pressed heavily upon Mohotiba, who was forbidden by caste
rules to remarry, and was obliged to contemplate an unhappy
future in which the performance of minor household duties
would alternate with the performance of the penances pre-

1 The practice of Suttee was finally abolished by Regulation 2CVJ1 of
1829, during Lord William Bentiack's administration The Regulation
applied to Bengal only, but was followed by similar enactments in the
Bombay and Madras Presidencies. The practice of Suttee is very a&eiejit;
it was well established in the Punjab in the fourth century B.C. ; whole-
sale burnings of women were perpetrated by the Rayas of Vijayanagar*
The feeling in favour of the rite is not quite extinct yet A case occurred
xo, Bihar as late as 1905, and sporadic cases during the nineteenth ceatiwy
are on record. (See V. A. Smith, Oxford History of India, pp. 663-66,)